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July 6,20 10 

The Honorable Colleen Hanabusa, President 
and Members of the Senate 

Twenty-Fifth State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 409 
Honolulu, Hawaii 968 13 

Dear Madam President and Members of the Senate: 

I am transmitting herewith SBl105 SD2 HDl CDl, without my approval, and with the statement 
of objections relating to the measure. 

SBllO5 SD2 HDl CDl A BILL FOR AN ACT 
RELATING TO LEGISLATIVE HEARINGS AND 
PROCEDURES. 

Sincerely, 

LINDA LJN 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTIONS TO SENATE BILL NO. 1105 

Honorable Members 
Twenty-Fifth Legislature 
State of Hawaii 

Pursuant to Section 16 of Article I11 of the 
Constitution of the State of Hawaii, I am returning herewith, 
without my approval, Senate Bill No. 1105, entitled "A Bill for 
an Act Relating t,o Legislative Hearings and Procedures." 

The purpose of this bill is to require reports of 
studies and audits requested by the Legislature or mandated by 

law to be submitted to the Clerk of each house of the 
Legislature, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, the Chair of the applicable subject 
matter committee of each chamber of the Legislature, and the 
Legislative Reference Bureau library. Furthermore, the Chairs of 
the subject matter committees must conduct a public hearing or an 
informational briefing within one year of receipt of the report, 
unless explicitly waived by the President of the Senate or the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
I support greater transpazency in government, but this 

measure does not help realize this goal. Rather, this measure 
unnecessarily burdens state agencies with the task of appearing 

at mandated hearings and briefings. 
Legislative briefings entail a great deal of groundwork 

and preparation by agencies that impacts time and staff 
resources. It is also well understood that not all reports are 

worthy of receiving a hearing or briefing. However, under this 

measure, even if the hearing or briefing is eventually waived, 

agency resources will have been expended preparing for the 
anticipated briefing or hearing. 
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Moreover, the Legislature already has the authority to 

hold a briefing or hearing on any area of interest, including 
legislative reports and audits. Mandating such hearings and 
briefings removes the discretion of legislative committee chairs, 
creating a procedural rigidity that is counterproductive. The 
current system, in which committees use their best judgment to 
determine whether or not a hearing or briefing is warranted, is 
more practical and efficient than the mandate proposed in this 

bill. 
For the foregoing reasons, I am returning Senate Bill 

No. 1105 without my approval. 
Respectfully, 

LINDA LINGL 



THE SENATE 

STATE OF HAWAII 
TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE, 2009 

13 that a 

speaker of the house of 

17 representatives, the chair of the applicable subject matter 
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as follows: 

4. Section 21-2, Hawa 

roceeding, other than a p 

] that are authorized to compel the attendance and 
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pers, and documents for the purpose of securing info 

special or select committee 

both houses; 

22 to attend the hearing for which the subpoena was issued or, if 
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